
  
 
 
 
 

            

        
  Dear Parishioners,            Thursday, May 28, 2020 
  We will be able to gather for Sunday Masses beginning this Pentecost Sunday,  
  May 31, 2020! Please read all the information below which explains our new  

  schedule and gathering guidelines.  

 
 

   SUNDAY MASSES PHASE-ONE OF REOPENING 
 

  Saturday 5:30pm:  Private Mass  

    Monsignor Carr ~ live streamed 
 
 Sunday 8:00am:    Public Mass ~ Reservation required 
         Father Tochi (not live streamed) 
 
 Sunday 11:00am:  Public Mass ~ Reservation required 
         Father Tochi ~ live streamed 
 
 Sunday 5:00pm:  Public Mass ~ Reservation required  

      Father Tochi (not live streamed) 

 
RESERVATIONS can be made by going to saintbridgetchurch.org 

Click on the link provided for SignUpGenius 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Saint Bridget Catholic Church ~ Richmond, Virginia 



 
 

I am so excited that churches are opening for public Mass again! 
This document explains some of the “why” behind how we 

are reopening our parish church during the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 

 When it became clear that churches were heading towards reopening I gathered a group of 
parishioners taken from the parish liturgy committee, pastoral staff, and maintenance staff. They met 
regularly by Zoom and these were excited and happy conversations. 

 

 The bishop required every parish to send him a plan for their own reopening. The parish plan is an 
8-page document based on the bishop’s 60 pages of directives. We are a work in progress and you can 
be sure that much will change over the next weeks. I know that we will learn much from you on the 
first Sunday of public Masses.   
 

 The CDC, local health officials and medical advisors to the diocese are the sources of facts and 
best practices. They are where the bishop goes to get information. Much of Covid-19 is still a mystery 
and yet some things emerge as good advice. 
 

 Social distancing, masks, frequent hand washing and cleaning routines are based on the best 
current medical recommendation. This is the best we know to do now. With a great deal of prayer, we 
are taking the first steps to reopen for public Masses and I hope you will come. There will be changes 
to Mass attendance which are described below. 

 
Our goal must be to keep people safe from harm  

and here at Saint Bridget, we are doing the best we can. 

          __ 
 

Here is some Catholic information about what and why we hold so dearly our beliefs. 
 

 

 Two key fields of theology are important to remember. They are about sacraments and about what 
it means to be a Church. One of the great teachings of the Catholic Church is that we are saved in 
Community.     
 

 The Mass is the central sacrament around which all other sacraments are gathered. It is critical that 
we celebrate Mass. The whole life of the Church revolves around the Mass. I think we were all 
stunned to see Masses suspended. 
 

 The Mass forms us more into the image of Christ; it binds us as one Body of Christ. It gathers us 
with Jesus to worship the Father. The Mass teaches: we believe what we pray. And the Mass offers us 
the opportunity to listen directly to the Word of God and to respond with gratitude for His love. 
Holy Communion is an encounter of the community with Jesus Christ Himself. Community is part of  
the Eucharist. Just as Saint Paul encouraged the early Christians in his letter to the Philippians, we  
too are called to “Put on the mind of Christ!” by being of the same mind, acting with the same love 
and having the same attitude as Christ. Our faith is not separate from the challenges we face but 
rather informs our thoughts and response. 
 



 Canon law, the law governing the Catholic Church, teaches us that His Body the Church fulfills its 
mission on earth by teaching, sanctifying and governing. The sacraments are the chief means of 
sanctification. The sacraments are necessary for salvation. The Eucharist is the center of the Church’s 
life. Canon law allows for the reception of Holy Communion outside of Mass and this is usually 
reserved for the sick in hospitals and homes, and for the dying. According to Canon Law, the 
Eucharistic Sacrifice is the source and summit of our Christian worship and faith. The Mass unifies 
the community of believers and builds up the body of Christ, the Church.  
 

 There has been much worry in the diocese that disconnecting Holy Communion from Mass, such 
as lining up for Holy Communion without Mass, or driving by to receive Holy Communion will lead 
to a lack of reverence for and understanding of the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist and a 
weakening of desire for Mass in community. We are struggling right now to do what Jesus did: gather, 
thank, bless and share. He did this in the gatherings of the Last Supper and Emmaus. And that is what 
His disciples did: gather, thank, bless, and share and they did that in memory of Him. 
 

 Very few think that live streaming Mass is a real alternative to Mass. There are some who are no 
longer watching, and many treat it casually. But, there is no substitute for Mass in community. Sunday 
Mass can be celebrated only on Sunday and on its Vigil. Daily Mass, good for its own reasons, does 
not “make up” for Sunday Mass. 
 

 Thankfully, live steam Masses provide a connection to our parish, and using technology has led us 

to discuss how it may be used as a tool of evangelization. 
 

Right now we are all dispensed from the normal obligation to attend Sunday Mass. 
Please see the CDC guidelines about vulnerable people. 

__ 

 

Changes we have made beginning Sunday, May 31, 2020. 
 

 Saint Bridget Church seats approximately 500, and the governor is only allowing churches to open 
at 50% capacity. There is also the rule about social distancing ~ six feet between parishioners not in 
the same family. With these two directives, we will be able to allow approximately 50 people in the 
church. 

 

 We are not using the Commons for overflow because we need a clear and social distance path  
to the restrooms. and we need ample time to sanitize all door fixtures, pews and restrooms between 
Masses. 
  

 Right now, we do not know how many will come to Mass, so we have set a schedule knowing that 
some sacrifice of our personal wants will have to be offered to God. 

 

 We will not be able to sing when in the Church because the best medical evidence is that singing 
spreads the virus further and faster than talking. Only the Cantor will be allowed to sing. Although 
there is frequent, new information from the CDC, in an abundance of caution at this time, we will  
not use hymnals and leaflets. 

 

 There will be only one entrance when people arrive for Mass, because it is safer and easier to 
welcome and assist those who have reservations and make sure we are doing the best we can to help  
everyone be safe. 
 



 

Reservations to attend Mass 
 
 

After experimenting with 4 kinds of software we have chosen SignUpGenius.  
This will enable you to make a reservation to attend Mass.   
 

To make a reservation for Mass, click on the link to SignUpGenius which  
will be available on our website. After you make your reservation, you will  
receive a confirmation, and your name will be put on an attendance  
check-list for Sunday Mass. If the Mass already has the maximum number  
of seats filled, you will be informed, and may choose to attend another Mass. 
  

Many parishes use reservation systems at Christmas and Easter. We are  
requiring reservations out of fairness to everyone, remembering that the  
church will have limited seating at this time.   

 
 

Regarding Baptisms and Confirmations 
 What will happen with those who were planning on adult Baptisms and Confirmation at the Easter 
Vigil? And, what will happen with all those beautiful children preparing for First Holy Communion, 
and those great students preparing for Confirmation? 

 

We are working on scheduling and planning for the celebration of these Sacraments.  
 

As plans finalize please, I hope you will make your reservation and come to Mass. It is to welcome 
you and to keep everyone safe that these procedures will be in place. 

 
  


